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IV. — Journal de la Navigation autour du Globe, de la fregate 
la Thetis et de la corvette V Esperance, pendant les annees 
1824-6. Par M. le Baron de Bougainville, Capitaine de 
Vaisseau. 2 vols. 4to. Paris, 1837. Public par ordre du 
Roi. 

During the course of the last twenty years five distinct naval 
expeditions sent out by the French government have circum- 
navigated the globe, and the narrative of their respective voyages, 
with a full account of all their observations in detail, illustrated 
by admirably engraved charts, and generally by some excellent 
drawings, have been liberally published, by order of the Minister 
of Marine, at the expense of the state. Such liberality must 
afford a cheering prospect to the navigator, when exposed to nu- 
merous privations in a tedious voyage round the globe ; or to the 
surveyor struggling against the difficulties of a long-protracted 
examination of inhospitable shores, and cannot fail to stimulate 
officers employed on such expedition^ to exert themselves to the 
utmost in the service of their country. 

Of the expeditions above mentioned that of the Uranie and 
Physicienne, commanded by M. de Freycinet, took place in 1817- 
20, and brought home a number of facts relative to the physical 
history of the globe ; the voyage of the Coquille, under the orders 
of M. Duperrey, occurred in 1822-5, and is distinguished for his 
examination of the little-known islands of New Zealand and the 
Caroline group; the expedition of the Thetis and Esperance, 
commanded by M. de Bougainville, took place in 1824-t) ; the 
voyage of the Astrolabe, under M. Dumont D'Urville, in 1826-9, 
is remarkable for his examination of the eastern coast of New 
Guinea, of New Zealand, and for the great attention paid to the 
Polynesian languages ; and, lastly, that of the Favorite, Captain 
Laplace, noted for the examination of the Gulf of Tonkin, and of 
the Archipelagos of the Natunas and Anambas in the China Sea. 

The narratives of four of these expeditions have been for some 
time before the public, but the detailed account of the voyage of 
the Thetis, although more than eleven years have elapsed since 
her return to Europe, has only recently issued from the press. 
The chief results of this voyage, with respect to hydrography and 
the collections in natural history, were of course immediately made 
known to the French government, and probably found their way 
into some periodicals at the time ; but it cannot but be a subject 
of regret that the authorized narrative of the voyage, and of its 
results, should have been so long kept back from those who take 
an interest in the advancement of geography, and from the public 
at large. 

In fulfilment of a similar mission to that intrusted to M. de 
Kergariou, in la Cybele, in 1817, and to M. de Camper, in la 
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Cleopatre, in 1822 — namely, to show tlie French flag in the Indian 
and China seas — the frigate Thetis, commanded by the Baron de 
Bougainville, quitted Brest on the 2nd March, 1824. In the 
course of her passage to the Canaries, where she anchored on 
the 13th March, the vessel had experienced a set of 2° 43' to the 
eastward ; on the 29th crossed the Line in 17° 40' west of Green- 
wich ; on the 26th April sighted the Cape of Good Hope ; and 
on the 5th May, in lat. 39°, long. 37° 40', the magnetic variation 
attained its maximum, namely 32° 12' W., decreasing imme- 
diately afterwards as she steered to the eastward ; on the 20th 
the Thetis anchored at the Isle of Bourbon, where she found her 
consort VEsperance, Captain Camper, arrived from Rio de Ja- 
neiro.* After a stay of a few days the two vessels sailed in com- 
pany, recrossed the equator on the 18th June, between 67° and 68° 
E. long., and on the same day the variation was at zero. On the 
23rd sighted and fixed the position of the north part of the coast 
of Suadiva, the southernmost group of the Maldivas,| in lat. 
0° 51' 10'' N., 73° 20' 40" E. of Greenwich, making the channel 
of Adumati 58 miles wide. 

June 25. — Made Adam's Peak, on the island of Ceylon, and 
on the 29th anchored at Pondichery. M. de Bougainville de- 
votes a chapter to a description of this city, and contrasts well the 
monotonous uniformity of its white town with the animated scene 
presented by the junglers^ the bazaars, and attractive dances of 
the Bayaderes, &c., in the 6Zacfc town. He states the population 
of the five French establishments in India — viz. Pondichery, 
Chandernagor, Karikal, Mahe, and Yanaon, at 4000 whites and 
132,000 blacks, and gives some other statistical details. J 

July 30. — Quitting Pondichery the Thetis traversed the Bay of 
Bengal, entered the Straits of Malacca, anchored for a few days 
off that town, and also at Sincapore, thence crossed the China 
Sea to Manila, where she arrived on the 17th September, and 
anchored in the port of Cavite. Two days previous, in lat. 
13° N., long. 1 15° 20' E., the variation of the compass was ob- 
served to be nil, with the ship's head East. At Manila the 
vessels remained three months, in order to refit, and where they 
found everything requisite for their equipment. 

From Manila the Thetis went to Macao, on her passage thence 



* There appears to be an error here of 10° of long, in M. de Bougainville's text 
not marked m the erra/a. See also vol. ii., p. 113, of Appeudix. 

f The whole of this group has lately been surveyed by Captain Moresby, of the 
Indian navy, and published on the scale of 4 miles to an inch. By his observa- 
tions the north point of Suadiva is in 0-55° N. long., 73° 19' 0" E. of Greenwich, 
and the channel of Adumati 53 miles wide. The channel to the north of Adumati, 
in lat. 2° N., is 16 miles wide. 

+ There must be some mistake here, as the official returns in 1835 give 980 
white, 1515 mixed, 165,241 blacks. Since the 1st of Jnly, 1836, a fixed light, 97 
English feet above the sea, has been shown at Pondichery, visible from 15 to 18 
miles from the deck of a ship. 
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to Tourane examined the isle of Hai-nan, which forms the 
eastern side of the gulf of Tonkin. On the 13th Jan. 1825, 
anchored in the Biiy of Tourane, in Cochin China. M. de 
Bougainville differs from Horsburgh and Crawford in considering 
this bay so excellent as they represent it ; they probably knew it 
only from an imperfect survey, but it was afterwards thoroughly 
examined by M. de Kergariou and the officers of the Cyhele, in 
1819- After about a month spent in this bay, in execution of a 
mission with which M. de Bougainville was charged to the em- 
peror, as he is styled, of Cochin China, and which afforded an 
opportunity of seeing a little of the manners of this curious people, 
the Thetis sailed for Surabaya, on the north coast of Java ; on 
her passage she examined, for the first time we believe, the 
Anambas islands,* a group extending 150 miles from north to 
south, and as much from east to west, lying about 100 miles from 
the eastern coast of the Malay peninsula. Some of the islands 
rise up in blocks of granite, Avith white marks, similar to those of 
the Pedra Branca, in the Strait of Malacca, — indeed their general 
structure is granitic, with coral reefs in all the sheltered spots. 
Here are said to be 50 islands ; they are of moderate height, and 
ill parts wooded; the group may contain from 1500 to 2000 in- 
habitants, apparently Malays, which M. de Bougainville agrees 
with Horsburgh in considering as pirates. The islands are called 
Scianthan by the natives, and the officers of the ships explored 
more than one excellent anchorage. The position of twenty- two 
of the principal islands or remarkable points were also accurately 
determined — extending between the parallels of 3° 27' and 1° N. 
and 106° and 108° 21' E. long. ; high water at full and change, 
at 5h. 25m. ; rise of tide 2 feet 4 inches ; the current set N.N.W. 
and S.S.E., at its greatest strength 3 miles an-hour ; the variation 
observed on different islands 1° 7' E. 

Proceeding to the southward, the TTietis crossed the Line for 
the third time since her departure from Brest; ran through 
the dangerous strait of Caspar, reconnoitred the Carimon-Java 
islands, cleared the straits of Madura, and anchored on the 20th 
March off Surabaya, where the ships remained for six weeks, and 
unfortunately suffered much from dysentery. Quitting Java, at 
a short distance to the N.E. of Madura, they found the soundings 
change suddenly from 46 fathoms, mud, to 26 fathoms, coral — 
immediately after to 44, gravel, and then 47, blue mud as before. 
M. de Bougainville cautions navigators to beware of being lulled 
into security, as coral is commonly found in these seas rising from 
a bottom of sand. Steering through the strait of Alias, the 
shores of the island of Lombock were examined, and the road- 



* Since re-examined in the voyage of the Favorite, and included, with many- 
other corrections, in *he excellent chart of the China Sea just published at the 
Depot de la Marine at Paris, by MM. Daussy and \Yissocq. 



rovnd the Globe in 1824-6. 387 

stead of Tanjong-Louar or Peejow found to be the best on the 
coast, and far superior, in the opinion of M. de Bougainville, to 
that of Bally. Having cleared the S.E. point of Lombock, re- 
markable from its resemblance to the angle of a lofty bastion at 
the foot of which stands a column on a low base, the Thetis and 
Esperance steered to the southward, rounded successively the 
S.W. point of Australia and the southern extreme of Van 
Diemen's Land, and on the 1st July anchored in Port Jackson. 
M. de Bougainville remained here nearly three months, and de- 
votes his 14th chapter to a description of the colony of New 
South Wales. On the 2 1st September the vessels sailed for the 
coast of Chile, and arrived at Valparaiso on the 23rd November, 
without having made any land in the passage of 6000 miles 
across the Great Ocean, between the parallels of 31J° and 375°. 
In this passage the current set the vessels 163 miles to the north 
and 1 23 miles to the east — the variation of the compass increased 
from 8° 30' to 13° E. ; it began to decrease in 177° E. long., and 
reached its minimum 5^, in 123° W. : from this point it varied 
slightly between 7° and 8° as far as 10.5° W. long., when it was 
again 5°; it shortly after increased to 13° and 16°, and remained 
so till the ships' arrival at Valparaiso. 

M. de Bougainville makes some very just remarks on the want 
of correct charts of the Great, or, as it is called, the Pacific 
Ocean. The difficulty of accomplishing such a task he fully ad- 
mits, but surely, where so many lives and so much property are 
annually risked, it cannot be admitted as an excuse that all the 
ingenieurs hydrographes of this or any other country are fully 
employed in more urgent business, and have not leisure to attend 
to it ; nor does M. de Bougainville admit as an excuse that we 
have not yet sufficiently correct data to construct such a chart. 
Let but a really competent person devote himself to the task, and 
it will be found that far more data are available than is generally 
imagined, and quite enough to Avarrant the immediate construc- 
tion of a chart on a large scale in several sheets.* 

After a stay of six weeks at Valparaiso, the vessels sailed on 
the 8th January, 1826, for Rio Janeiro, where they arrived on 
the 21st March, left again on the 8th April, and finally anchored 
at Brest on the 24th June, after an absence of two years and four 
months. 

During the whole of the voyage great attention was paid to 
meteorologic, as well as to the more common magnetic observa- 

* La Carte du Grand Ocfon, par MM. D'Urville et Lottin, published in 1833, 
and corrected to 1834, at the Depot de la Marine at Paris, is by far the most correct 
chart of this ocean. It has the merit also of distinguishing between the high and 
low islands ; but being a general chart, in one sheet, it is necessarily on a small 
scale. 
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tions, as variation of the compass, &c. ; the indications of the ba- 
rometer, thermometer, and hydrometer were invariably registered 
four times in the 24 hours ; and the appendix, besides some valuable 
notes, contains a list of 150 geographical positions determined on 
the voyage chiefly by M. Fabre and other officers, with a discus- 
sion of the observations on which they rest : — the position of the 
ship at noon each day is also given with the variation, current, 
winds, &c. — in short, a complete abstract of the ship's log-book — 
a more valuable document than at first might be imagined ; but 
the late researches by Colonel Reed, R.E., into the law of 
storms has shown how extremely valuable are these minute 
meteorologic registers : from the too often despised log-books of 
merchant-ships he has educed the basis of a theory, which, when 
carried into practice, may be the means of saving property to a 
large amount, and the lives of numerous fellow-creatures. May 
this be an inducement to all who traverse the ocean to pay 
strict attention to such registers, assured that their labours will 
not be in vain ! 

The second volume of M. de Bougainville's work contains an 
itinerary from Santiago de Chile to Buenos Ayres, by M. de la 
Touanne, who has also enriched the work with many highly 
picturesque views of scenery in Cochin China, Philippine Islands, 
Java, &c., and some characteristic sketches of the natives of the 
Indian and China seas. 

The narrative of the voyage of the Thetis is related in the 
simple style of a nautical journal. M. de Bougainville well ob- 
serves that " he is a sailor by profession, and that he will not give 
up the sextant or the lead for the painter's pallet," and that it is 
to facts that he trusts to make his account useful ; yet, although 
unprovided with a naturalist or hydrographer, an unusual omission 
in a French voyage, M. de Bougainville was enabled to give to 
the Jar din du Roi at Paris a fair collection of objects in natural 
history, and some living animals, and has shown himself by his 
observations a worthy successor of his celebrated father, who con- 
ducted, in 1 766, the first voyage round the world made by the 
French marine, in the memorable expedition of la Boudeuse and 
I'Etoile. 

One canuot but regret that M. de Bougainville should give place in his work 
([1.361) to the story of the Master of a French ship, called the Gustave, hav- 
ing discovered a bay on the coast of Chile in June, 1836, to which he, as dis- 
coverer, gave the name oi Baie des Frangais; whereas any one either at Valparaiso 
or Callao, or at any other intermediate port on the coast, could have told M. Lang- 
lois that the tenders of the Beagle, Captain FitzRoy, had not only entered but 
thoroughly surveyed the bay in question in June, 1835. 



